
 

28th July 2015 

 

To whom it concerns 

Kildare LCDC are fully supportive of the application made by the South Western Regional Drugs and 

Alcohol Task Force (SWDATF) through Dormant Accounts funding to support increased responses to 

drugs prevention in the Kildare area.  

The Co-ordinator of SWDATF is an active member of our LCDC, and is currently involved in working 

with us to prepare our Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP). Work to date strongly supports 

this application for increased resources, and our draft LECP has strong themes supporting additional 

services and supports for young people and for additional responses to drug and alcohol misuse. This 

is based on extensive data collection which highlights that: 

 Kildare is now the fifth largest county in the country (population 210,312). There are 
more people living in Kildare than local authority areas that are recognised as highly 
populated  e.g. Dun Laoighre/ Rathdown (206,261), Limerick (191,809),Meath (184,135) 

 The population increased by 71.5% in Kildare between 1991 (pop 87,656) to 2011. This is 
the second highest rate of all local authorities in this period. 

 Kildare is becoming more urban. Over 60% of the population live in the ten largest towns 
(+5,000 population). However, there are no towns with a population of 25,000 or greater in 
the county. The majority of Kildare’s residential communities in these ten largest towns are 
suburban, being located outside the urban centres 

 Kildare has the highest rate of young people (aged 0-24) in the country. There are 
77,832 0-24 year olds in Kildare accounting for more than two-thirds of the total population. 
Kildare had the second highest birth rate in the state in 2013 (3,417 babies born) 

 Deprivation levels increased substantially in Kildare between 2006-2011.  

 In 2013, one young person a week (58 in total) under the age of 17 presented to 
hospital as a result of deliberate self-harm. The majority of cases were linked to drugs and 
alcohol. 

 Kildare has very low levels of services e.g. Gardai are the lowest in the country at 15 per 
10,000 people.  There are major gaps in HSE services and investment in children and young 
people by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs.  In Kildare in 2011, funding through a 
range of services from DCYA for children aged 10-24 was €13.55 per young person 
compared to the national average of €45.77. 

 There are increasing concerns relating to drug and alcohol misuse across Kildare, 
particularly in urban centres and in more disadvantaged rural settings 

 

The LCDC fully supports this application, and is urging the maximum allocation of €50,000. The 

challenges facing our young, growing county are immense, and it is critical that local and regional 

collaborative working is supported at national level.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Susan Bookle 

LCDC Co-ordinator on behalf of the Chief Officer 


