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Members in Attendance: 

Statutory Non-Statutory 

Local Government Elected Members 
Cllr. Fintan Brett 
Cllr. Suzanne Doyle 
Cllr. Mark Wall 
 
Local Government Officials 
Peter Carey, LCDC Chairperson & Chief 
Executive KCC) 
Mary Foley A/Head of LEO 
 
State Agencies 
David Walsh, Chief Officer, HSE 
Patricia Finlay, Area Manager, Tusla 
Alan Carroll, Dept. of Social Protection 

Partnership Companies 
Patricia O’Brien, Chairperson, CKLP 
 
Local Community Interests 
Pat Doyle, CEO, Peter McVerry Trust 
Sarah Shakespeare, Manager, Teach Dara 
Lisa Baggott, Co-ordinator SWRDATF 
David Walsh, An Taisce 
Dermot O’Donnell, Vice-Chair, C&VF 
Mary Waters, IFA 
Allan Shine, CEO, North Kildare Chamber 
 
 

 

Also in Attendance:  Peter Minnock (Chief Officer LCDC); Susan Bookle (Co-ordinator LCDC); Marie Kane 
(Administrator LCDC); JP Holligan (Kildare County Council) 

Apologies:  Anthony Egan (C&VF); Sean Ashe (KWETB) 
 
 
Alan Carroll confirmed that it was his last LCDC meeting and Eoghan Ryan, Principal Officer with DSP will 
replace him at the next meeting. 

 

1. Minutes & Matters Arising from the Minutes    
 

A. Minutes 

 The minutes of 2nd March 2016 were approved and adopted.  They were proposed by Sarah 

Shakespeare and seconded by David Walsh (An Taisce).   

 

 

Kildare Local Community Development Committee 

 Minutes 

Held at 10:00 am on Wednesday 25th May 2016 

At Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
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B. Matters Arising from Minutes 2nd March 2016 

Item Update Action 

Family Resource 
Centres in Kildare 

 

 

Trish Finlay is keen to raise the lack of FRCs in the county.  
Following discussions, it was suggested that the 
Integrated Services Programme write a letter to the Tusla 
CEO Fred McBride endorsed by the LCDC and the Kildare 
Children & Young People’s Services Committee. 

 

A draft letter to Fred 
McBride was 
circulated at the 
meeting and it was 
agreed that the 
letter should be sent 
to him as soon as 
possible. 

Mojo Mojo has secured funding of €45k approx. for 2016 from a 
range of agencies to extend the initial pilot to run the 
programme in Celbridge and another in Kildare Town. 
 
NOSP have committed €40k for 2017 but in order to 
respond to demand further funding will be required. 
 
Peter Carey suggested outlining details of what’s been 
achieved on Mojo to date to help leverage funding. 
 

Niamh Keaveney, 

Mojo Manager will 

contact all funders 

in the near future to 

identify possible 

funding and agency 

views on 

programme location 

Integrated Services 
Programme 

Significant progress is taking place in implementing the 
ISP plan in Celbridge.  A Tourism Plan and App were 
launched in Castletown House last Thursday which was 
attended by over 100 people. A Taste of Celbridge also 
took place last week which attracted huge local crowds. 

Copies of the ISP 
Celbridge Tourism & 
Heritage Strategy 
were distributed at 
the meeting 

 
 

2. Public Participation Network (PPN) 
 

JP Holligan from Kildare County Council gave an update on the PPN following the information he circulated 

to LCDC members in April.  JP outlined that Michael Kenny, Maynooth University has been engaged by KCC 

as a facilitator to: 

1. Set up the PPN Secretariat (11 representatives) initially 

2. Set up representatives on the LCDC, Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) and the Joint Policing 

Committee (JPC) – this is planned for Autumn 2016 

3. Support the continued development of the PPN 

Meetings to elect the Secretariat were held over the last few weeks with the final election this evening. 

   Discussion following PPN Presentation 

 

 Peter Minnock said the number of PPN members in Kildare is very high and significant progress is 

being made.  Kildare PPN is late setting up its Secretariat but it will be set up in a considered and 

structured way learning from the experience of other counties.  The C&VF will stand down and 

the PPN will replace it as the community representative structure in line with national policy. 
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 A number of members asked about ongoing PPN support and whether the Secretariat will have 

an input into the training plan. JP confirmed that Michael Kenny and his team will support the 

development of a work plan and training plan for the next year with input from the Secretariat.  

Training will also be made available at a national level. 

 
 

3. Social Inclusion & Community Activation Programme (SICAP) 
 

Pat Doyle, Chair of the SICAP Subgroup provided the LCDC with an update on progress.  He said a very 

positive LCDC SICAP Subgroup meeting took place with CKLP on 9th May.  The main focus of the meeting 

was to get a general update on the SICAP programme in 2016 and to review targets, budget and any 

challenges that are arising.  The main outcomes from the meeting are as follows: 

 

 Targets:  Overall work is on track to meet mid-term targets and the work is progressing very well. The 

targets set in relation to self-employment for 15-24 year olds are proving difficult. 

 Budget:  There were no issues raised in relation to budget drawdown or budget spend. 

 Employment:  Employment training initiatives are taking place in Kildare Town and Athy. 

 Breakfast/Homework Clubs:  It was agreed at the subgroup meeting that an extension of clubs to non-

School Completion Programme schools would require substantial additional resourcing and support. 

 Athy:  CKLP expressed concern in relation to the 2016 SICAP Action relating to an inter-agency 

approach in Athy. 

Feedback on SICAP Presentation 
 

Actions 

 Employment Programmes: A discussion was held in 
relation to the SICAP employment programmes 
running in Kildare Town and Athy and the high 
number of young people in receipt of welfare 
payments in these areas.  Concern was raised in 
relation to those not getting onto the training 
programmes and how to keep them engaged. 

CKLP will put a map together of who 
is/isn’t engaging in employment 
training and highlighting the concerns 
of the long term unemployed. 

 Athy – inter-agency approach:  CKLP are concerned 
about the challenges they face when running 
programmes in Athy (low level of engagement etc.), 
the levels of social exclusion and the number of 
previous initiatives that have taken place. 

 Cllr. Wall said there are generational issues in Athy 
and it will be very difficult to break the cycle.  He 
recommended that Co. Laois be involved in any 
future initiatives. 

It was agreed that future SICAP plans 
for Athy would be an agenda item at 
the next LCDC meeting 

 Breakfast/homework clubs:  A discussion ensued in 
relation to non SCP schools with vulnerable children 
who are also an important target.  In particular, St. 
Patrick’s school in Celbridge was discussed which 
has exceptionally high levels of need & large 
numbers of non-Irish national students (up to 80%). 

It was agreed that the ISP in Celbridge 
will make contact with St. Patrick’s in 
Celbridge to determine if a 
homework/breakfast club is feasible in 
2016/17. 
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 Tusla:  Trish Finlay said she met Pat Leogue and 
CKLP staff in relation to supports for under 18s and 
how they can work together in a more holistic way. 
Tusla are offering CKLP staff Meitheal and Children 
First training.  Tusla also want to involve CKLP in 
their current interagency approach to their case 
work. 

 

 County Development Plan:  Cllr. Doyle said it is very 
important that social inclusion is a priority in the 
county development plan when deciding where 
people are going to live and the services provided 
for them. 

Karen Kenny SEP in KCC to be advised 
to ensure appropriate policies are 
included in plans. 

 Primary Care:  David Walsh (HSE) highlighted the 
significant gaps in Primary Care in Kildare, especially 
in North Kildare.  Trish Finlay agreed and said that 
preventative measures for vulnerable young people 
in north Kildare are particularly poor and they are 
usually only getting to work with young people 
when there is a child protection issue. 

Pat Doyle said he is due to meet 
Minister Zappone (Children & Youth 
Affairs) today and will raise this issue 
with her. 

 

Peter Carey thanked Pat Doyle, Trish Finlay for their involvement in the SICAP subgroup and the ongoing 

collaborative work. 

 

4. Rural Development Leader Programme (RDP) 
 
David Walsh (HSE), Chair of the RDP Subgroup said they have not yet received feedback from the 
Department in relation to the LDS but the understanding is that the plan is being assessed this week.  David 
said it is very important that an agreed management structure is in place and that CKLP and the LAG are in 
a state of readiness.  It was agreed that a meeting should take place as soon as possible with the RDP 
Subgroup and CKLP. 
 
It was agreed that the RDP Subgroup would meet CKLP on Friday 10th June at 2.00pm in Aras Chill Dara. 
 
 

5. Local Economic & Community Plan (LECP) 
 
Peter Carey said now that the LECP is formally approved, the next phase is to look at structures and agree 
priority actions.  Susan Bookle said a number of actions are moving on in the background and some are not.  
It was agreed that the LECP would be a full agenda item at the next LCDC meeting on 6th July 
 
 

6. Any other business 

 David Walsh (HSE) said as part of reorganisation in the HSE, Brena Dempsey will be appointed 
as Head of Well Being on 14th June.  He said she will link in with the LCDC team in relation to 
the HSE actions on the LECP 

 Pat Doyle gave an update from the Peter McVerry Trust on their recent work with the homeless 
in Kildare.  They have provided 14 additional beds in Newbridge with 7/8 coming on stream by 
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September.  They also plan to provide a new unit in South Kildare.  Pat is working closely with 
Trish Finlay on an application with Tusla for 4 new aftercare beds in Naas.   Peter Carey thanked 
Pat for all the hard work behind the scenes. 

 Sarah Shakespeare invited all LCDC members to attend the launch of Teach Dara’s Annual 
Report on 8th June at 7.30pm. 

 
 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed. 

 

7. Date of Next Meetings: 
 Wed 6th July at 10.00am 

 Wed 28th September at 10.00am 

 Wed 23rd November at 10.00am 
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LCDC Attendance 2014/2015/2016 
Name Organisation 2014 2015 Jan Mar May July Sept Nov 

Local Govt. Members          

Cllr. Mark Wall Public Rep. 6/7 4/6 X X     

Cllr. Suzanne Doyle Public Rep. 6/7 3/6 X X     

Cllr. Fintan Brett Public Rep. 4/6 6/6  X     

Local Government Officials          

Eamon O’Sullivan KCC 3/3 n/a n/a      

Peter Carey KCC 3/4 4/6       

Mary Fitzpatrick/Mary Foley LEO 3/7 2/6  X     

State Agencies          

David Walsh HSE 4/7 5/6       

Patricia Finlay Tusla 7/7 4/6 AP      

Sean Ashe KWETB 5/7 6/6  X AP    

Alan Carroll (Mar 2016) DSP n/a 1/1 AP      

Partnership Company          

Chris Byrne  CKLP 4/7 2/4 n/a      

Patricia O’Brien (Sept 2015) CKLP n/a 1/2       

Local Community Interests          

Allan Shine NthK Chamber 7/7 5/6  AP     

Anthony Egan C&VF 6/7 4/6 AP X AP    

Christy Lynch (Resigned) KARE 5/7 1/6 n/a      

David Walsh  An Taisce 6/7 6/6 X      

Dermot O’Donnell C&VF 4/7 2/6  X     

Mary Waters IFA 6/7 6/6  AP     

Pat Doyle McVerry Trust 5/7 4/6       

Sarah Shakespeare Teach Dara 5/7 5/6       

Lisa Baggott SWRDTF 3/4 4/6       

Chief Officer          

Peter Minnock KCC 7/7 6/6       

LCDC Staff          

Susan Bookle LCDC 7/7 6/6       

Marie Kane LCDC 7/7 6/6       

 


