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Members in Attendance: 

Statutory Non-Statutory 

Local Government Elected Members 
Cllr. Fintan Brett 
 
Local Government Officials 
Peter Carey, Chief Executive, KCC 
Mary Foley, A/Head Local Enterprise Office 
 
State Agencies 
David Walsh, Chief Officer, HSE 
Sean Ashe, Chief Executive, KWETB 
Trish Finlay, Area Manager, Tusla 

Local Community Interests 
Anthony Egan, Chairperson, C&VF 
Mary Waters, IFA 
David Walsh, An Taisce 
Pat Doyle, CEO, Peter McVerry Trust 
Sarah Shakespeare, Manager, Teach Dara 

 

Also in Attendance:  Peter Minnock (Chief Officer LCDC); Susan Bookle (Co-ordinator LCDC); Marie Kane 
(Administrator LCDC); Lorcan Griffin (KCC); Aidan Pender (LECP Consultant); Eoghan McCarthy (AIRO); Pat 
Leogue (CKLP); Áine O’Sullivan (KWETB); Brenda Lynch (KWETB). 

Apologies:   Cllr. Suzanne Doyle; Lisa Baggott (Co-ordinator SWRDTF); Allan Shine (CEO North Kildare 
Chamber); Chris Byrne (Chair, CKLP); Christy Lynch (CEO KARE). 

Peter Carey opened the meeting and welcomed Mary Foley who is now Acting Head of the Local Enterprise 
Office. 

1. Minutes & Matters Arising from the Minutes    
A. Minutes 

 The minutes of 25th March 2015 were approved and adopted.  They were proposed by Mary 

Waters and seconded by Pat Doyle.   

 

B. Matters Arising from Minutes 4th February 2015 

Item Update Action 

Meeting with 
National Office for 
Suicide Prevention 

 

 

Peter Minnock had a very positive meeting with Gerry 
Raleigh, Director of NOSP on 22nd April who acknowledged 
the significant issues in Kildare.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to highlight on behalf of the LCDC, the rising 
level of suicides in Kildare and the lack of resources to 
deal with the issue.    Gerry proposed meeting with the 
Suicide Resource Officer from the South East who is 

National Strategy to 
Reduce Suicide 
2015-2020 will be 
launched in June.  
This will be 
circulated to LCDC 
members. 
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National Office for 
Suicide Prevention 
contd. 

working closely with local authorities & LCDCs to progress 
their work. 

David Walsh (HSE) said following a great deal of pressure 
from his office, a full time suicide prevention officer for 
Kildare has been appointed.  David added that he has 
concerns in relation to national organisations developing 
strategies that don’t take account of the reality 
experienced in organisations.  Therefore plans may not be 
possible to enact.  David will follow up with Gerry Raleigh 
and the proposed meeting with the Suicide Resource 
Officer in the South East will be organised after this. 

 

 

Susan Bookle to 
arrange a meeting 
with the newly 
appointed Suicide 
Prevention Officer in 
Kildare. 

 

Meeting with 
Gordon Jeyes, CEO, 
Tusla, Child & 
Family Agency 

Peter Minnock, on behalf of the LCDC, said he has 
requested a meeting with Gordon Jeyes.  Trish Finlay has 
taken on to organise this. 
 

Trish Finlay to follow 
up to arrange 
meeting 
 

LCDC Website The new LDDC website www.kildarelcdc.ie is live.  
Members are encouraged to use the website and all LCDC 
related documentation will be stored on the website for 
easy access. 

Members will be 
contacted over the 
next few days with a 
private password so 
they can access the 
restricted Members 
Area on the website. 

Terms of Reference 
for the LCDC SICAP 
Subgroup 

Pat Doyle, Chair of the LCDC SICAP oversight subgroup 
confirmed that the SICAP contract with the County Kildare 
LEADER Partnership was signed last month and the 
programme is progressing.   The subgroup have met three 
times to review budget changes, priorities, press releases, 
annual plan queries and quarterly payments.  Pat 
presented draft Terms of Reference for the LCDC SICAP 
subgroup to the LCDC for their approval (Appendix 1). 

Terms of Reference 
for the LCDC SICAP 
subgroup were 
approved by all 
LCDC members in 
attendance.   

 

 

2. Social Inclusion & Community Activation Programme (SICAP) Presentation 

Pat Leogue, Social Inclusion Manager with the County Kildare LEADER Partnership presented the SICAP Plan 
for Kildare (Appendix 2).  In his presentation, Pat gave an overview of SICAP, the target groups and 
programme goals.  He said that CKLP were delighted to win the tender and look forward to working closely 
with the LCDC over the coming period.  The following points were discussed during the presentation: 

  Discussion following SICAP presentation Action 

Trish Finlay invited CKLP to join MAAF (Multi Agency Adolescent 

Forum); membership is from the Gardai, Tusla, ETB, HSE and 

others.  MAFF carry out case reviews on adolescents who aren’t 

engaged in any form of education. 

 

Peter Carey asked if it would be possible for Pat Leogue to 

present on SICAP at the five Municipal District Council meetings. 

 

Pat Leogue to connect with Trish 

Finlay in relation to MAAF. 

 

 

 

Pat Leogue agreed the support 

of local councillors is very 

important for SICAP and would 

http://www.kildarelcdc.ie/
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A discussion ensued with Sean Ashe in relation to training and 

the possibility of duplication with KWETB. 

 

be pleased to present at MD 

meetings. 

 

Pat Leogue agreed to link in 

with Brenda Lynch and Susan 

Cullinane KWETB to review their 

current training programmes 

 
Peter Carey thanked Pat Leogue for the presentation and said the LCDC is delighted to work with him and 
his team.   He said there will be a lot of challenges ahead but he hopes that the LCDC can be of assistance to 
the SICAP programme. 

 
3. Rural Development LEADER Programme Update 

 
Discussion Action 

Peter Minnock informed the meeting that a joint Expression of 

Interest between the LCDC and County Kildare LEADER 

Partnership was submitted for the Rural Development LEADER 

Programme on 15th May.  Peter Carey said this was very positive 

progress and looked forward to getting to the next stage.  If 

successful in Stage one, preparations will commence to develop a 

Rural Local Development Strategy over a six month period. 

Peter Minnock will update the 

LCDC once results of the EOI are 

made available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4. Local Economic and Community Plan Update 
 
The LECP team: Susan Bookle, Lorcan Griffin (KCC), Aidan Pender (Economic Advisor) and Eoghan McCarthy 

(AIRO) presented on progress to date on the LECP (Appendix 3).  Susan said the plan is at draft stage but is 

based on facts.  They plan to meet all the relevant agencies over the coming months to get their input and 

commitment in the development of specific targets and actions for the plan.   Aidan Pender has met with a 

number of large business and other key stakeholders in the county (e.g. Defence Forces) and will focus on 

SMEs and micro enterprises over the coming weeks. 

 

The LECP Advisory Steering Group have met three times and have agreed on today’s presentation which is 

to outline major trends, draft high level goals and a draft socio-economic statement.  Susan added that 

Maynooth University are analysing key policy documents which will draw out issues and trends relevant to 

Kildare.  The following discussion and actions for follow up took place: 

 

Discussion Action 

Eoghan McCarthy from AIRO presented on the LECP Baseline 

Study and the framework used for the study 

AIRO will make the baseline 

study accessible on line as part 

of a data hub for LCDC members 
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David Walsh (An Taisce) said he was pleased that (a) 

‘Environment’ was included as an additional theme and (b) that 

‘Sustainability’ will be a measurement across all twelve themes.  

He asked if they had received data on energy audits and 

environmental quality. 

Lorcan Griffin trying to get 

environmental data from ESB 

and SEAI. 

Peter Carey thanked the LECP Team for the excellent 

presentation and remarked that the outputs from AIRO will be of 

great use as a management tool for all LCDC members.  He asked 

the LCDC if they were satisfied with the twelve themes presented 

as draft high level goals for the LECP in order to progress to Stage 

2. 

 

 

LCDC members approved twelve 

high level goals for the LECP.  

Therefore, the plan was 

approved to move from Stage 1 

preparation to Stage 2 

consultation.  The Economic 

Development & Planning SPC 

will meet on 4th June to also 

consider approval. 

 
 

5. Kildare West Wicklow Education & Training Board Presentation 
 
Sean Ashe introduced Áine O’Sullivan (Employee Relations & Policy KWETB) and Brenda Lynch 
(Adult Education Officer KWETB) to the meeting.   Sean gave a brief overview of KWETB and said 
the merger in 2013 was the largest public sector merger in the state and no extra resources were 
provided to manage the transition. 
 
Áine O’Sullivan made a presentation (Appendix 4) giving an overview of KWETB budget, staff, 
schools and services.  She also discussed the challenges and opportunities that KWETB are 
experiencing.   
 
Brenda Lynch (Appendix 4) presented on KWETB’s further education and training with SOLAS.  She 
spoke about the role of SOLAS and outlined the further education and training strategy of KWETB 
up to 2019.  Brenda also spoke about employer led ‘Trainingships’ which are new block release 
training programmes.   She described how they link closely with employers and have a direct link 
to the labour market. 
 
Sarah Shakespeare asked about the Youth Officer in Kildare and Sean Ashe said Alison Fox is based 
in Wicklow but is also covering Kildare and is actively trying to progress her work in Kildare. 
 
Peter Carey thanked the KWETB for their presentation and said it was really informative. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was closed. 

 

6. Date, time and venue for next meetings 2015 
 

Wed 8th July  10.00am – 12.00pm 

Wed 30th Sept  10.00am – 12.00pm 

Wed 25th Nov  10.00am – 12.00pm   
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LCDC Attendance 2014/2015 
Name Organisation May June July Sept Oct Nov Dec Feb Mar May July Sept 

Local Government Elected 
Members 

             

Cllr. Mark Wall Public Rep.       AP   X   

Cllr. Suzanne Doyle Public Rep.       AP  X AP   

Cllr. Padraig McEvoy Public Rep.  Resigned           

Cllr. Fintan Brett Public Rep.  X     AP      

Local Government Officials              

Eamon O’Sullivan KCC    Resigned         

Peter Carey KCC      AP       

Mary Fitzpatrick/Mary Foley LEO AP   AP X  AP AP X    

State Agencies              

David Walsh HSE AP AP  X         

Patricia Finlay Tusla         AP    

Sean Ashe KWETB   AP AP         

Partnership Company              

Chris Byrne CKLP AP   AP   AP   AP   

Local Community Interests              

Allan Shine NthK Chamber          AP   

Anthony Egan C&VF     AP        

Christy Lynch KARE AP    AP   AP  AP   

David Walsh  An Taisce       X      

Dermot O’Donnell C&VF    AP AP AP 
 

 AP X X   

Mary Waters IFA  AP           

Pat Doyle McVerry Trust   AP  AP    AP    

Sarah Shakespeare Teach Dara    AP  AP   AP    

Lisa Baggott SWRDTF      AP    AP   

Chief Officer              

Peter Minnock KCC             

LCDC Staff              

Susan Bookle LCDC             

Marie Kane LCDC             
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