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1. Rationale for data 

 It was highlighted by LCDC members at a very early point that the ability to access 

clear, accurate data was a deficit in the county  

 While some data sets existed, they were often not analysed in a way that helped to 

make comparative assessments e.g. how does Kildare compare to other counties? 

 In addition information that helped to assess differences across Kildare – 

North/South—Urban/rural were not available 

 The data gaps identified highlighted a deficit in understanding our county- its profile, 

services, supports and potential opportunities 

 It was agreed at the initial LCDC meetings that gathering clear factual data to 

provide an agreed assessment of the county was a clear priority 

 As the development of the LCDC was one of the key initial tasks identifying how data 

could be gathered and assessed was urgent 

 

2. AIRO- Maynooth University 

 Maynooth University and Kildare County Council at this time were developing 

stronger working links 

 Meetings between Professor Philip Nolan, Michael Malone (former CE) and Peter 

Minnock (Chief Officer) agreed that one of the practical ways that Maynooth 

University can work closely with KCC is in the provision and analysis of a range of 

data sets through the All Island Research Observatory (AIRO) 

 Work commenced initially to assess Census 2011 

 Following from this, a baseline report to inform the LECP was developed. This was a 

collaborative project between AIRO- KCC and LCDC to identify, access and analyse 

data in a way that would help the development of the AIRO plan 

 It was analysed to compare Kildare nationally, regionally, at MD, primary town, 

secondary town etc. level 

 Information was accessed from a range of sources which include CSO, CYPSC, 

SWRDTF, HSE, ETB, Department of Education, KCC, EPA, 

 The baseline data report helped to inform the consultation process for the LECP and 

to agree priorities for the plan 

 This report available in hard copy was developed further and is now ready for launch 

as an online data tool 



 The AIRO socio economic baseline report is part of KCC Datahub development and 

this information is  the first phase in its development 

 Kildare Datahub will be launched in the near future.  

 

3. Use of the baseline report 

 The mechanism by which Kildare LECP collated and analysed its data through AIRO 

is recognised as best practice by the Regional Assembly  

 This baseline report is regularly used by the LCDC to: 

 

- Make submissions to Departments e.g. Tusla (Fred McBride in relation to FRC), 

Minister Zappone (to prepare for two meetings with CYPSC in 2016) etc 

- Make funding applications 

- Informing other plans e.g. JPC, Age Alliance 

- Informing resource allocation e.g. new community Garda unit established in Kildare 

2017 

 

 The data has also helped to ensure that the LCDC is unified in its assessment of the 

county, its profile, gaps and opportunities. 

Next steps 

 At the LCDC meeting in December, which AIRO attended, LCDC members suggested 

priority areas of work 2017. It was strongly felt that AIRO are pivotal in providing the 

information which helps the LCDC to  carry out its work effectively 

 Updating and scoping data is an important component of the work 

 The priorities suggested are: 

 

a) Analysing Census 2016 and updating the datahub with other datasets. This will 

mirror and update the initial information gathered 

b) Social Inclusion Data Update – Phase I: Live Register and Rent Supplement Mapping. 

The Haase indices do not take rent supplement into consideration. As Kildare has 

very high levels of rent supplement housing provision (3rd highest nationally) this is a 

critical gap. This could help to inform the next SICAP programme 

c) Case study for Athy MD to support the development of the Athy interagency plan 

d) Facilities database 

 

  


