The Latest news from County KIldare Rural Development Programme: November 2019

LEADER NEWS

LEADER SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES :
BALLYMORE EUSTACE - MUSIC FOR ALL AGES
The evening of September 21st, 2019 will live long in the memories of all those associated with the Ballymore Eustace Concert
Band as they performed a celebratory concert to mark the extensive Band Hall Refurbishment.
The LEADER Programme is delighted to support this community group as it builds on its rich tradition and goes from strength to
strength. Founded in 1875, the Wolfe Tone Brass and Reed Band has provided a musical backdrop to community events in Kildare
and beyond for over 140 years, up to their participation in Electric Picnic this September. The concert band has 50 members of all
ages, with another 30 in the junior band.
To contribute to positive community spirit, it’s important to create comfortable spaces for people to meet and be creative
together. LEADER funding helped the group to install a new heating system, and insulate and redecorate the building, making it a
comfortable place to rehearse for old and young alike. As a result, both the band and the Hall has seen a significant increase in
numbers and usage and the space can now play a greater role all year round in making the community a better place to live.

We are continually encouraged by the energy and enthusiasm
seen in groups and communities all around the county, and
delighted to hear their stories .
The LEADER Programme wants to build upon this latent energy,
supporting communities as they build towards the future.
Recently we were delighted to welcome 3 members of the Down
Syndrome Ireland Kildare Branch as they met with us to explore
ways in which their vision for An Garrai Beag can become a
reality.

COMMUNITIES 4 CLIMATE ACTION
On the 19th of October the participants on the Communities 4 Climate
Action training programme undertook a field trip to the Cloughjordan Eco
Village in Tipperary which consisted of a tour of the farm, RED garden and
Fab Lab. Lunch consisted of food grown on the farm and bread produced in
the on-site bakery. In the afternoon presentations were made based on the
experiences of 4 members of the Village who had developed projects with
the support of LEADER funding.

SUPPORT FOR RURAL TOURISM
Great to see that the Redhills
Adventure, which received
LEADER funding, has been
selected as one of the venues in
the very popular RTE Programme
"Ireland's Fittest Family". The
"soft adventure" venue,
established in 2014, is set on
what was once a farm, a few
kilometers from Kildare town.

SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY WELLBEING:
RATHCOFFEY COMMUNITY WALKWAY
"The walkway is available to
everyone in the community,
providing a floodlit safe facility
off busy public roads which also
has full disability access for
people to walk or run all-year
round. LEADER funding enables
us to help promote healthier
living and regular exercise to
all in our community".

"The LEADER Programme is proud
to have supported in a small way
the equipment needed for the
Sensational Kids Hippotherapy
service. Hippotherapy - from the
Greek word hippos meaning horse
- sees specially-trained
occupational therapists apply the
movement, rhythm, and repetition
of the horse and the equestrian
environment as a treatment
strategy to help children achieve
their individual therapeutic goals.
The sessions are run at JAG
Equestrian Centre in Naas and are
receiving great feedback from
parents:
"Our little girl has developed a
rapport with a horse that delights
her while she is doing occupational
therapy. Her confidence, and her
attention span in school is soaring,
now she is doing things that she
would never do....I can only thank
Sensational Kids from the bottom
of my heart. I feel very positive and
happy about her future. I know
there are endless possibilities"

