The Latest news from County KIldare Rural Development Programme: December 2019

LEADER NEWS

LEADER SUPPORT IN 2019: INVESTING IN COMMUNITIES,
IMPACTING ON INDIVIDUALS
2019 has been a good year for the LEADER Programme in Co Kildare, with strong progress made across all sections of the Rural
Development Plan. This means that in 2019 the programme has supported innovative ideas with individuals and community
groups leading to an investment of over 1.4 million Euros into the County. However, LEADER is a developmental programme,
with an emphasis on community development and innovation, and not just a grant-giving scheme. To ensure this aspect is
maintained we have made certain that work with bottom-up ideas proceeds alongside a strong focus on animation, training and
mentoring. This leads to communities having a greater capacity to respond to the evolving needs and challenges as they look to
the future, in areas such as developing a Craft network or responding to Climate Change.
This December Newsletter celebrates some of these achievements with a special look at the ideas which were approved for
funding at the Local Action Group meeting on November 27th, where 524,970 Euro was allocated.

Seeing a community project to completion requires a vision,
determination, a lot of patience and hard work. The LEADER
Programme wants to support this work and empower
communities as they identify needs, respond to gaps in services
or as they build towards the future. We we were delighted to
present the Contract for Grant Aid to the Castledermot
Amenity Group as support towards the first part of the
development of a community playground at the Fairgreen, in
conjunction with Kildare County Council. The work can now
begin on what will be a great addition to the quality of life in
the town.

RURAL DIVERSIFICATION: THE KILDARE MAZE
One of the themes of the Rural Development Programme is improving the
quality of life in rural areas and encouraging the diversification of the rural
economy. The Kildare Maze is Leinster’s largest hedge maze located just
outside Prosperous. It opened in 2000 and is constantly developing and
improving their efforts in providing a challenging and exciting day out for
families at an affordable price. This new funding will enhance the existing
tourism attraction by adding a new automated coffee machine, site furniture
(picnic benches), a new information board, ice cream machine, branding &
web design

COMMUNITY FACILITIES: STRAFFAN
LEADER
was
delighted
to
present the contract for Grant Aid
to John Neenan,
the Chair of
Straffan GAA club, for upgrading
the facilities in the club, including
the development of a multi-use
games area and skills wall which
will benefit a variety of groups
including people with disabilities,
pre-school children, Foróige, the
Operation Transformation group
and the bowls club.

BUILDING CAPACITY: BIODIVERSITY TRAINING
This initiative, which will begin in early
2020 will deliver facilitated training
sessions in 10 towns/villages around
the County and see the preparation of
Local Biodiversity Action Plans for
each town/village. The aim of the
initiative is to promote best practice
terms of conserving and managing
biodiversity in the communities living in
the chosen towns and villages.
Community
engagement
and
involvement is a core part of the LEADER
process, and is vital for communities as
they look to a holistic development of
their areas into the future.

One of the aims of the LEADER
Programme is to encourage rural
towns and villages to explore new
ways to become or to remain
competitive, to make the most of
their assets and to overcome the
challenges they may face, such as a
lack of employment opportunities.
The needs of rural communities are
often multi faceted and complex –
requiring a coordinated approach to
rural development, including support
for local ideas in tourism and job
creation.
We are delighted to support through grant aid toward equipment,
costumes and facilities - the ongoing
development of Santa's Magical Trail
in the Clonard Court Hotel, Athy,
which gives employment to over 60
people during the festive period
including the enthusiastic team of
Elves and Willy Wonka with the
Oompa Loompas. It also increases
the visitor numbers to the town
through the families who visit for the
Trail or who stay overnight in the
hotel afterwards, thus promoting the
tourism product which the south of
the county can offer.

