
LEADER NEWS

ONWARD AND UPWARD! 
GOOD NEWS THIS CHRISTMAS:  THE LEADER PROGRAMME EXTENDED.

The LEADER Programme is a key component of Ireland's Rural Development Programme and this
week the Minister for Minister for Rural and Community Development Heather Humphreys

announced that a transitional LEADER programme will continue in 2021 and 2022. This will 
 support the work and ideas of local communities, building on local strengths and assets, with an

emphasis on projects in new areas under the themes of energy, climate agenda, digital
transformation, and building the capacity of communities.  The provision of funding for new

projects in Kildare communities for 2021 is very good news, particularly against the backdrop of
Brexit and the COVID-19 recovery. The transitional programme will commence in April 2021 and
will cover the delay between the end of the current LEADER programme and the next EU LEADER

programme, which will not now commence until 2023. It will allow ongoing support for
"community-led local development", a term introduced by the European Commission to 

 describe an approach where local people take the reins and develop responses to the needs of
their community.  We can see this in the support given to the fabulous refurbishment of the

Scouts Den in Sallins, including the new climbing wall.
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The 23rd Kildare Scouts group in Sallins started in 2006 with Beaver and Cub
Sections. Since then they have gone from strength to strength, expanding  to

over 100 youth members across Beaver, Cub, Scout and Venture Sections. 
 The aim of the group is to encourage the physical, intellectual, character,
emotional, social and spiritual development of young people so that they

may achieve their full potential and, as responsible citizens, to improve
society.

With the expansion came challenges, especially as they were using  Sallins
National School as their Den. They identified the need for a new home base
and started the work of building a new Scout Den in Oldbridge, on the bank
of the Grand Canal. They envisaged this new space as a resource for all the
community, including groups such as the girl guides, dance, martial arts,

fitness groups, and a canoe club. 

In June 2019 construction work commenced on the Den with the pouring of
the cement for the foundation .  The LEADER Programme supported the fit
out of the Den with a grant  of  65,396 Euro towards the costs. The Group

conducted considerable fundraising campaigns to pay for the rest of the work
which is now nearing completion, despite the challenges of this year with the
COVID pandemic.  I think you will agree that the final result is a testimony to

what great results can be achieved when a local community group sets its
heart on improving facilities and resources, building for a brighter future. 

The LEADER Team at CKLP wish
everyone a Happy Christmas and a
safe start to 2021. We look forward
to working with communities from
January to generate projects that

will be funded under the new
programme from April onwards. 

In the past 4 years LEADER funding
of 3.715, 163 Euros has been given
to groups and individuals around

the county. If you have an idea
which you think could benefit from

LEADER funding,  get in touch at 
County Kildare Leader Partnership
Jigginstown Commercial Centre Old

Limerick Road Naas 
Co. Kildare

(045) 895450

LEADER staff contact details  are on
www.countykildarelp.ie

 

SALLINS SCOUT DEN: A PROJECT REALIZED IN
CHALLENGING TIMES




